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.. IsaWelcomingCongregationlts Missionis to inspire a transformingjourney, to embraceour
interconnectednessndto build aloving community of fairnessequalityand respect.

Taking Note. . .

by The ReverenKate R. Walker

It@ a new year, and | am very excitedfor a new project
for myself as a minister. Beginningin September,Mt.

VernonUnitarian Churchis goingto havean intern min-

ister, which meansl get to supervise!Forthe pastfour

years,| haveservedasa field advisorfor a seminarystu-

dent, but this relationshipends in May becauseshe is
graduating.IQe alwayswantedto serveasan intern su-

pervisor, and this will be my first intern. Fortunately,
MVUC has lots of experiencewith being a dTeaching
Congregatiorg

A dTeachingCongregatioa is one that hasboth expeli-
enceand successn helpingdevelopa seminarianinto a
professionalminister ready for her or his own ministry.
MVUChashad severalinternsover manyyears,although
none in the pastten yearsdue to ministerial transition.
Backin 1991/92, one of those interns was my own
stepmother, Marlene Walker. For those who haver®
heard the story, | participatedin Marlene@ ordination
hereat MVUCt whichled me to chooseministryfor my
career.

Theprocessof becominga FellowshippedJU ministeris
long and expensive | intentionally say oellowshipped
becauseanyonecan be ordained as a minister in a UU
church because we have congregational polity. This
meansa congregationis the ordainingbody rather than
a Bishopor other memberof a hierarchicalreligiousin-
stitution. Getting Fellowshippedasa UU minister means
the minister has been certified or credentialedasa UU

minister by our FellowshipCommittee.Thisis a national
credentialingbody chargedwith the task of settingthe
standardsfor educationand training, and then granting
asealof approval.

Toget to this point, a successfutandidatemust receive
a Masters of Divinity Degreefrom an accreditedsemi-
nary (the expensivepart), take part in a BasicClinical
PastoralEducationprogram (a formal training program
usuallyin a medicalsetting suchas a hospital), read a
whole lot of books,write a lot of papers,take an exten-
sive psychologicapersonalitystudy otherwise known as
CareerAssessmentiead more books,and do an intern-
shipin a church.

Our intern has already been selectedt her name is
Karen RasmussenSheis a student in D.C.at Wesley
Theological Seminary. She will be with us for nine
months beginningin September.Until then, 1Q be help-
ing the congregationunderstand how to support in
Karenin her ministerialformation, particularlymembers
who haveneverexperiencechavinganintern. 1Q alsobe
helpingthe Boardselectan intern committee. If you@e
interestedin serving,pleasecontactme for information
on what the expectationsare and what we need in
committeemembership.

Itn soexcited!l hopeyouaretoo.
KateR.Walker




Windmull

Rev. Kate R. Walker
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Reid Adler, Chair, 2010
Joan Darrah, Vice Chair, 2011
Dan Cohen, Secretary, 2012
Tamara de la Camp, Program
Council Convener, 2011
Birgit Robbert, 2010
Mike Walker, 2010
Bill Alsmeyer-Johnson, 2011
Jamie Barnett, 2012
Lisa Gillispie, 2012
lan Anderson, Youth Representative, 2010

~—~—~

Meagan Henry, Director of Religious Education
Mark Zimmerman, Director of Music
Al Erickson, Church Treasurer

STAFF

Branka Bijelovich, Church Administrator
Anne Bredeck, Office Manager
Farhat Chaudhry, Nursery Caregiver
Leah Choudhury, Property Manager
Norman Comfort, Custodian
Jim Kerr, Religious Education Assistant
Nina Tisara, Rental Events Coordinator

WINDMILL NEWSLETTER

Interim Editor: Herb Tyson
Production Crew: Phyllis Gonigam,
Laurie Hayden, Dotty Ann McClelland,
Sally Montanari, Susan Montanari,

Mimi StevensMarge Witting

Betsy Stephens
Proofreaders: barbara barry, Curtis Hunter,
Phyllis Gonigam, Mimi Stevens,

Lynn Alsmeyer-Johnson, Karen Tyson
Webmaster: Bill Alsmeyer-Johnson
webmaster@mvuc.org
The Windmill is published monthly. Deadline for
articles is the 15™ of the month. Items will be
edited to fit available space. Please e-mail arti-
cles to newsletters@mvuc.org.
Mount Vernon Unitarian Church
1909 Windmill Lane
Alexandria, VA 22307
Tel: 703-765-5950
Fax: 703-765-1237
E-Mail: info@mvuc.org
Website: www.mvuc.org

Program Highlights
Mark Your Calendar!

Young Adults (1810) Fellowship Night
January 2, 6 pm tdanuary 3
(See page 4)

Wednesday Fellowship
January 6, ® pm (see page 6)

Coal Country
January 8, 7 pm
(See page 11

Lunchwith a Book
Sunday,JanuarylO (seepageb)

Good Companions
January 12, 11:45 am (see page 6)

Bea Holmesdviemorial Service
January 1€seepage3)

Martin Luther King Jr. VIC Choir Festival
Sunday, January 17,pm (see page 6)

Mission/Vision Statement Discussion (Two times)
January 19, 7:30 por
January 24, 12:30 pm
(See page 7)

Memorial Service for Al Searle
January 23, 2 pm
(See page 3)

Multimedia Visioning Event an@®inner
January 29, 6:30 pm (see page 7)

Envisioning the MVUC of the Future
January 30, 121:30 am (see page 7)
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Bea Holmes

BeatriceHort Holmes,poet, historian,attorney, water
policy analystand Federalagricultural planner, died
SundayDecembel6. Beawas anMVVUCmembersince
November1959 and a Unitarian since 1956. Shewas
82.She is survived by her husband, Jay.

A practitioner of personalverse, Bea led the adult
poetry classat MVUCthrough 13 yearsof study and
recitals. In 2005, she published Matinee LessonsA
WouldBe Poet Tellsabout Her Life and Others.Bea
servedon the churchboard of trustees,and with her
husaband Jay, eed the Great Decisionsadult
educationclassstudyingforeign policy. She
wasalsoa memberof the EveryThursday
women@group.

While on the staff of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Bea
publishedseveralhistoriesof Federal
water resources and policies, and
retired in 1989. In private life, she
publishedone other suchstudy under
contract with the U. S. Army Corpsof
Engineers.

Beawas a graduate of QueensCollegein
New YorkCityandthe CornellUniversitySchool
of Law.In the 1950s,she servedasan attorney in the
office of the New York State Attorney General. In
recent years, previous Cornell law graduates have
beenawardeddoctoratesfor smallpayments,but she
declinedto purchasethe degree.After retirement, she
studied American history at George Washington
Universityand earneda mastei®@ degreein 1994.She
was of EasternEuropeanlewishheritage,born in the
Bronxin NewYorkCity.

Bea and Jay had been married for 59 years and
residedtogether in Hollin Hillssince1960.Bea is sur

vived by her husband, Jayson,three daughtersand
three grandchildren.

Jay is a retired science writer and author and was also

employed by the federal government.

Their son, JohnDeweyHolmes,earneda PhDat the
Universityof California,Berkeley,after researchinga
history of the life of Bed3 uncle,NoahLondon,a high
official of the Sovietgovernmentexecutedby order of
Stalinin 1937.Johnand his domesticpartner, Marge
Turngren, live in Oakland, California. Their
daughter Dolly Holmes, a painter and
graphicdesigner hasa BFAdegreefrom
Cooper Union and an MFA from
Hunter College. She and her
husband, Mark Pehanich,live in
Petersburg, Virginia.  Their
daughterOlivia (Livy)Holmes,and
her husband, Mario Moroni, are
professors  of Italian  at
Binghamton University in New
York.Theymet and were marriedin
Italy, earned PhDsat Northwestern
University and have both published
widely. Theirson,Jacopojs nineyearsold.
Their daughter Barbara (Baba)Holmes, who
receivedher BSfrom BrooklynCollege,is a lactation
specialistat NYU Hospitalin New York City. Sheis
married to Arthur (Aaron) Brown, an internet
communications specialist employed at the UN
headquartersin New York. Theyhavetwo daughters
T Jasmine, a college graduate and aspiring
playwright,and Deva,a high schoolstudent. Theylive
in Brooklyn,NY.

A memorial serviceat MVUCis scheduledfor January
16.Bedlasheswill fertilize the burial site.

SOCIALWUSTICECOUNCILOPPORTUNITIES

We have severalopportunities availablefor those of you who may be thinking about getting involved. The Civil Liberties Task
Force the Women@ ReproductiveRightsTaskForce andthe GreenSanctuaryTaskForceall needdedicatedvolunteers.These
and other socialjustice focusareascould benefit from your energyand ideas.Peasecontact GeorgiaPourchot,703-721-0595,
gpourchot@yahoo.corto learnhow you canbecomea part of the excitingwork beingdoneby your fellow MVUCmembers.

WITH SADNESS

It is with much sadness that we report the death of founding membelif
Searle, who die@t homeon the night of WednesdayDec.9. Hismemorialis
scheduledor January 23, 2010, at 2 pm
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Monthly Worship Theme
by Rev.Kate Walker

JUSTICE

The following are excerpts from the sermon dWe Are
Keepersof the Dreant by Rev.Matthew D. Tittle, of the
BayAreaUU Churchin Houston, TX

Thewords ¢The long arc of the universebendstoward
justiceg which PresidenielectBarackObamareferredto
in his acceptancespeech are often attributed to the Dr.
Rev.Martin LutherKing,Jr. Theoriginal quote waswrit-
ten by the Unitarian minister TheodoreParkerin 1853
and stated: d do not pretend to understandthe moral
universe;the arcis alongone, my eyereachesbut little
ways;| cannotcalculatethe curveand completethe fig-
ure by the experienceof sight; | can divine it by con-
science Andfrom what | seel am sureit bendstowards
justiceg

Thisquote and the subsequentdreamit evokedare the
very essencedf liberalreligiousthought, of which Parker
and Kingwere masters.Thekey hereis not in the moral-
ity of the universeor in the justicetoward whichit sup-
posedlybends,but in the arcitself.

TheodoreParkerwasamongthe 19th century transcen-
dentalistswho believedthat there existedan ideal spir-
itual state that transcendsthe physicaland empirical,
andisrealizedthroughthe intuition rather than the doc-
trinesof establishedeligion.

Thearcisthe transcendentreality of both men® dreams
becausethey believed within the arc there were self
evidenttruths in which all humankindshouldenjoy inal-
ienablerights expressedhon-violently through compas-
sionandlovefor people.

January Service Topics

January3: 6Summong; the Rev.Kate R. Walker. The
theme of the Month for Januaryis Justice.How do we
answer the moral imperative of seekingjustice in a
world that prefersto sleep?

Januaryl0: SpeciabuestspeakerTBA Pleasewatch for
announcemenbn our websiteand SundayBulletin.

January 17: dnfinite Hope: Honoring King@ Vision by
Examplé lleneGillispie

January24: dWorkingClassTheologyg the Rev.KateR.
Walker. Accordingto statistics, Unitarian Universalists
are well educated and are generallya dwhite collag
population. Today | ask two questions: Do we have
anything to offer those from the dworking clasg or

oblue collag part of our community?And do they have
anythingto offer UUs?

January 31: dFaith of Uncertainty¢ the Rev.Kate R.
Walker

Canwe find happinessn uncertaintyandthe unknown?
Are we destined to be in a perpetual escape from
anxiety?Don® kid yourself;,we@e all scramblingup the
hill of clearperspectiveandwisdom.

Question Box Sunday (8/3/2009), Continued

Q. If there is one thing that must happento this churchto
make us a growing church, what would it be in your
judgment?

A. Finishthe renovations.| don®@ have any skillsin seeing
into the future, but I know people well enough to
recognizethat appearancesmake a difference on first
contact. Visitorswant to know we love eachother and our
property,andthat love shouldshowin more than words.

Q. How, in timesof hardship,canwe UUsfind solace?

A. | don@ think UUs are any different from Catholicsor
Jews or evenpoliticians for that matter. We find solacein
eachother. Sure,faith in an ultimate being helps many,
but being held in the warm thoughts of someonewho
lovesushelpsmore.

Q. What should be our UU Churct position on the
explodinghumanpopulationon this small,limited planet?

A. The same as the UUAR position: Sexeducationis an
important value and is worth teachingto all generations,
and makingbirth control availableis an important part of
being a responsibleadult. In addition, individualrespons
ibility for controlling and reducing our use of and con
sumptionof resources.

Young Adults (18-40) Fellowship Night

Saturday, January 2nd through Sunday, January
3rd, beginning at 6:00 pm in the Hollin Hall
Fireplace Room. The first ever overnight event for
Young Adults! There will be food, group bonding,
games, a short arship, music, and a movie! Please
bring a potluck dinner dish to share and $5 to cover
the cost of drinks and breakfast. You are welcome
to attend just for a portion of the event if you do
not wish to stay overnight.RSVP on Facebook, to
Kelly Campbelhoonbeam610@gmail.comr 860
977-3435), or llene Gillispigléne.qillispie@ncf.edu

or 703509-8089).
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Proposed Cell Phone Tower/Tree Update

Basedon the positivevote of the Churchat the special
congregationameetingon December6 (with 121 dyes

and 38 onog votes),the Boardof Trusteeswill negotiate
with AT&T/ACCProperty Advisorsfor the construction
of acommunicationgower/tree on churchproperty. As
a reminder, we are at least two months away from

signinga contract and one and one-half to two years
awayfrom construction.(Of note, becauseof the safety
concernsthat have beenraisedas part of this process,
the Boardhasestablisheda taskforce to exploresafety
issues on the Hill, including ways to improve
communicationsamongour buildings.)

On December9th, representativesfrom MVUC,AT&T,
ACO property advisors, Bechtel Engineers,and Ron
Fitzsimmons,senior aide to SupervisorGerry Hyland,
held a meeting on the MVUCmeadow to review the
proposal to date and to refine site plans. At this
meeting, it was determinedthat the tower/tree would
actuallyonly needto be approximatelyl15feet tall, not
the 140 feet previously estimated. Although the
tower/tree could be built to accommodate4 carriers,
we may attempt to limit the amount of meadowspace
used by including ground equipment for only three
carriers,AT&T,T-Mobile and Verizon.If, in the future,

Sprint or a fourth smaller carrier wants to add on,

considerationcould be givenat that time to expanding
the equipment storagearea.lt is hopedthat we maybe

able to increaserental collectedfrom the 3 carriersto

at least partially offset the income expected from a
fourth carrier (approximately$500a month).

Sometimein January AT&T/ACQuill conducta dballoon
test.€ A balloon will be flown for a period of several
hours at the proposedtower height so that neighbors
and MVUC members and friends can be further
informed about the visual impact of the proposed
tree/tower. As soon as a date is selectedfor the test
(typically a Saturdaymorning) notice will be sent to
Mason Hill citizensand the information will be widely
distributed at MVUC.During the test, AT&T/ACOwill
take severalphotographsof the balloonfrom numerous
locations. Using simulation tools, they will create
photographsof what the finishedstructure will look like
from various locations. In the next several weeks,
AT&T/ACQGs also goingto conduct a radio frequency
propagation test. This will give us a more accurate
assessmenbf where the cell phone coveragewill be
improved.t JoanDarrah

MVUCPHOTODIRECTORYSUPPLEMENTSHAVE ARRIVED!

The MVUCPhoto Directory supplementhasarrived and will be availablefor pickupin the Commonson Sundaysat

the NewMemberDeskor from the AdministrativeOffice duringthe week.If your photographisin the currentMVUC
PhotoDirectoryor you hadyour photo takenthis Augustor Septemberfor our supplementyou are entitled to a free

supplement¢ one per family, please.If you had your photographtaken for the supplementand did not order

additionalportraits, pleaseseeJoanDarrah,asshehasyour free 8x10portrait.

Anyonewho is relatively new to MVUCmay have a free supplement(one per family). However,if you have been
associatedvith MVUCfor an extendedperiod of time and couldhavereasonablyhad your picture takenbut did not,

a supplementwill costyou $2.00.1n the UU spirit, we will trust your judgment/consciencelf you haveany questions,
pleasecontactJoanDarrahat 703-768-57510r jedarrah@aol.comThankyou.

LUNCHWITH A BOOK

TheJanuaryMeeting of LunchWith a Bookwill be Januaryl0th, 12:45at the VillageWharf Restaurant.Thismonth
we will be discussindabulBeautySchooby DeborahRodriguezpne womarn@ experienceworkingwith the women
of Afghanistarafter the fall of the TalibanFormore information contactLouiseWernerRhoadesat 703-619-13690r
louron13 @ cox.net

Thankssomuch!t Louise
Grocery Shoppers Wanted!

Do you shopat GiantFoods?PleaseconsiderusingGiant Gift Cardsfor your purchasesMVUCgets $1 for each$20
cardor $5 for each$100 card we sell. Themoney goesto the churchoperatingbudget. ContactJoanWamsleyfor
more information.
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Musical Notes

from Mark Zimmerman, Director of Music

Choirresumeson WednesdayJan6th. Therewill be a ChoirRetreatwith rehearsaland luncheonin
Hollin Hall on Saturday,Jan9th, 9:30 am to 12:30 pm. dLow Calorie PotluckE New membersare
welcometo join us!

|4 like to thank everyonewho helpedmakethe éCabaretand CelticCoffeehousé sucha successlt wasa fun night,
andthe fundsgeneratedallowedusto bringin manyexcellentguestartistsin NovemberandDecember.

Thepublicis invited to the Fifteenth AnnualMartin Luther KingJr. Ventures in CommunityChoir Festival Sunday,
Januaryl7,2010at 7 pm. BethlehemBaptistChurch,8710Mount VernonHighway AlexandriaVA22309.0ur choir
will be singing.

Upcomingmusicevents:We host the PaintBranchUU choir on Sunday Februaryl4th. UU troubadour Matt Meyer
will be here for morning servicesand afternoon percussionworkshopon Sunday,February28th. Therewill be a
presentationof dThe Wordsof Albert Schweitzerand the Music of Back at MVUCat 3pm on SundayMarch 7th by

our musicandsocialjusticegroups.t Mark

SusanB. Anthony Fund

Requests for using money from the profits

Holiday Shop (which go into the SBA Fund) mus
in by Wednesday, January 27, 2010. A
committee, group, staff person, or indidlual may
submit a request for an item that is not alreag
available using operating budget money. Inclu
how and where the item will be used and store
the cost, where it is available, who is asking for t
item, and any other helpful information. Pthe

request in the mail box of JOAN WAMSLEY.

committee will consider all requests and submit
recommendations for funding to the Board for fin
approval. For more information, contact Jod
2} Yat Se o¢

Good Companions
HollinHallDiningRoom& FirephceRoom
ElaineBronez assistedoy Eleanor& Al Erickson
BYOLunchl11:45-12:45| Speakefl2:45-1:45

TuesdayJanuaryl2, 2010
RonBrandt: A LuckyLife

Most people probablythink their livesare special but
Ronthinkshis story is an especiallyhappyone. He will
tell us of ten lucky things that made his life so
interesting,completewith pictures.

As a specialbonus he will show how to convert old
family photographsnto digitalformat.

TuesdayJanuary26, 2010t Not meeting

Green Sanctuary ? Repower America

ChrisGill and Natalie Mebanefrom RepowerAmerica
(www.repoweramerica.orgwill be in the Commons
between serviceon Januaryl?‘h , with information

anda videocameracollectingcommentsfor their web

site. GreenSanctuaryis sponsoringthis becausethey

seekto galvanizethe Americanpublic around a bold

new clean energy plan and a revitalized national

energyinfrastructurethat will jumpstartour economy,
create millions of jobs, reduce greenhouse gas
emissionsandslowthe threat of climatechange.

Global Warming: Changing CQurse
SundayEveningskebruary?21,28,March7, 14,21
HollinHallFireplaceRoomfrom 7:30pm-9:00pm

Global Warming: Changing CQurse explores the
history and scienceof globalwarming,personalvalues
and habits as they relate to climate change, and
personalactionsto curbthe effectsof globalwarming.
Wendy Burns of Mt. Vernon Unitarian Church and
Kathy Seikel of St. Aidar@ Episcopal Church will
facilitate this NorthwestEarthinstitute course.

We ask each participant to commit to attending all
sessiondf possible.Clasgarticipationwill be kept at
about 12 participants. Pleasebring $20 to the first
classto pay for the book we will use. For more
information see www.nwei.org or contact Wendy,
wdburns@erols.comr Kathy,seikel.kathy@epa.gov
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Wednesday Fellowship 2010

Kick Off the 2010 Wednesday Fellowship Seasonwith Mardi Gras!

Comejoin fellow MVUCrevelersfor a New Orleansthemed meal at our JanuaryFellowshipnight, Wednesday,
January6, 2010. In recognition of the day of the Epiphanythe official beginningof the Mardi Gras(or Carnival)
seasonwe will serveauthenticNew Orleandare, preparedby KeithBrophyand AngelCollins alongwith homemade

KingCakefor dessert.
1 Dinner6¢7pm

1 Vespersservice7 ¢ 7:30pm

1 hoir, yoga,kidsactivitiesand more, 7:30¢ 9 pm

Pleasesignup in the CommonsProceeddenefitthe KatieTysonFund.

Envisioning our Hill of Dreams ? Your Ideas and Dreams

We are all invited to be part of Mount Vernon
UnitarianChurcl vibrant future. What is our mission
as a congregation?What do we want to become?
Whatdoesit taketo dream,envision,andplan?

The planning committee has designed a series of
eventsin Januaryso that everyonecan participate in
this interesting, energizing and fun time for the
church.Lookover the descriptionsbelow, checkyour
calendarandlet usknowwhenyouwill be with us.

What Works and Where to GoNext?

TuesdayJanuaryl9,7:30pm or
unday,January?24,12:30pm

Discussiomroups,smallenoughsothat everyonegets
to share,will do two things:

1) Shareideas about what makes MVUC your
spiritualhome

2) Collectivelyymaginewhat MVUCcanbecome
A Multimedia Visioning Event For All Ages
Friday,January29,6:30-9 pm

We hope to see everyone at this intergenerational
highlight dinner, which will bring Technicolorto the
dreamswe want to share about MVUC.In a multi-
mediadideashop¢ we will developwaysto show our

individualdreamsfor this faith community.Doyou ex
pressyour creativity in poetry, painting, or song?0r,
perhapsyou like to brainstormwith others. Comesee
how the richnessof our visionscanleadto the future
we collectivelydesire.Dinnerwill be provided.

Envisioning the MVUCof the Future
SaturdayMorning,January30,10-11:30am

UU churchessometimesplan for cDeepChaig timet
a reflective, deeplyinvolvingdiscussioron where we
have come from, who we are, and where we are
going. Geared for adults, this is a chanceto think
together about our direction with a group of other
interestedmembers.

Thesewill be stimulating and creative events led by
Meredith Higgins,a professionalfacilitator from the
JosephPriestleyDistrict. Meredith is familiar to some
of usasfacilitator of the Ministerial SearchConmittee
retreat afew yearsago.

Would you like to know more about these events?
Confact Joan Darrah or Karen Tyson. Email Joan
Darrahat jedarrah@aol.comor call 703-7685751, or
signup on Sundaysn the CommonsPleasealsolet us
knowif youwill needchildcare.

Event Cancellation

Small Group Ministry: Theme of the Montl
announced in the December, 2009 Windmill, h
been canceled due to low interest. If you a
interested in starting a Small Group Ministry with
special focus, please contact Rev. Kate Walker

|

REYouth January

\,éﬂ, Birthdays

1 Stuart Lee 13 Julia Lager

7 Raina Pilkenton 16 Shannon Brown
10 Ariel Villa 22 Benjamin Powilatis

12 Sarah Whiteside 28 Jacqueline Lee
31 Georgeanna Hoey
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OURLARGERVORLINEWS

SocialJusticeProgramsatthe MountVernonUnitarianChurch
Loveis theteachingof this church,andserviceis its prayer.

Mid [Church] Year Social Justice Program Update

MVUC has been busy again, trying to make the world a
better placein our corner of the world. Sincesummer,the
socialjustice program,with volunteer support from over a
third of the congregationachievedhe following:

1 Held phone banks and wrote letters to oppose
further mountaintop removal for a planned, new
power plant in SouthwesternVirginia We joined
efforts with SierraClub,GreaterWashingtoninter-
faith Powerand Light,and Chesapeak€limateAc
tion Change.Our combined efforts and a lawsuit
stayed the permits obtained to further remove
mountaintops and stalledthe plant construction.

1 Joinedwith other faith communitiesto petition the
White Houseto investigatetorture abuses.

1 Walkedfor the homelesson the NationalMall, and
continued work to feed the homelessin the VIG
HOPframework.Involvedyouth grades6-12 in this
service.Continuedweekly commitment to collect
and deliver food, clothes, toiletries to New Hope
Housing UCM,KennedyShelterand RisingHope.

1 Joined the UUA Standingon the Side of Love
Campaigrto petition Congresdor full equality for
all. Ralliedat the White Houseand Capitol Hill for
marriage equality and the repeal of Don®@ Ask,
Don@Tell.

1 Ralliedand petitioned Congresgor comprehensive
health care provisionsfor women, and opposed
restrictive reproductive choice languagesuch as
that proposed by the Stupak Amendment in
pendinghealth carelegislation.

1 Reinforcedthe importanceof eating lower on the
food chain by providing vegetariandishesduring
WednesdayFellowship.

1 Soldgreenproductsand offered greentips in the
Windmill, on our website, and on a new MVUC
Faceboolsite.

1 Reinforcedthe importanceof decreasedcconsump
tion of disposableproducts, by usingceramicand
glasgdishesfor churchevents.Racksvere installed

for coffee mugsduring coffee hour, and styrofoam
productswere eliminated.

1 Held Partner Church brunchesthat support our
partnersin Indiaand RomaniaWe provided alter-
native gifts during HolidayShopand sentChristmas
packageso our partnerchurches.

1 Used$500 of our DisasterReliefFundto support
UUsaffectedby floodsin the Philippines.

1 Held special collections to benefit Open Door
Housing Fund, UUs for Social Justice (UUS)]
Beacon House, New Hope Housing, UU Service
Committee (UUSQE and United Communiy
Ministries (UCM), with a total of over $8,000sent
to theseinstitutions.

1 Organizedand participatedin interfaith eventsin
our region, with the Virginia Interfaith Center
educatingour community about upcomingbills in
the Richmondlegislature; with Northern Virginia
UU LegislativePriorities - NOVALUUP;and with
Virginians Organized for Interfaith Community
Engagement VOICE.

9 Participatedin interfaith blood drivesat MVUC St.
Luke® EpiscopalChurch,and HeritagePresbyterian
Church.

1 Participated in UUSJ[UUs for Social Justice]
workshopsto promote socialjusticeactivities.

i Screenedsocial justice movies to educate our
membershipandthe publicat largeaboutissuesof
importance.

In faithful serviceto our community, your Social Justice
Council: Lynn AlsmeyerJohnson(reproductive rights), Bill
AlsmeyerJohnsorand DickSchaffefGreenSanctuary, Ron
Brandt (interfaith outreachj, Gavin Conway (youth
representativg, Joan Darrah (Don® Ask, Don®@ Tell, Lisa
Gillispie (Partner Churcl), Keith Keener (civil liberties),
LynneKennedy(publicity), Helen Lounsbury(Route 1), Jim
Potter (blood drive), Al Robbert (UUSJtrustee), and
GeorgetaPourchot(ProgramCoordinato).
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From Our Board of Trustees

Reid Adler, Chair

MVUCis now at the halfway point in
the Churchyear. Likethe schoolkids,
wele poised to enjoy the winter
holiday break and, on behalf of the
Board, | extend our very best wishes
to all. And we hold fond memoriesof our members
anddearfriendswho haveleft usthis year.

As we consider,in community, important and chat

lengingtopics like cell towers and updating our mis-

sion statement, it is both humblingand energizingfor

me to know that our ébusinesslarg startswith dLove
is the teachingof this churché | remainvery grateful

to MVU@ excellentstaff andto the manyvolunteers
and members of our committees and councilswho

generoushygiveof their time to organizethe programs
and activities that make MVVUC our spiritual home.

Andto the choir and musiciansvho makethe Sunday
servicesandour cabaretsandinauguralballssomean

ingful and so much fun! | also appreciatethe many
peoplewho spokedforé or dagainsg the cell tower at

the informational meeting on October 18 and the

congregationalmeetingon December6. Together,all

of usput meaningto the teachingof love.

Ourfirst sessionon December4 of the écareertransk
tion support groupg had five participants (including
me) and helpful guidancefrom CarolynSlenskaand
VincePatton. Therewas unanimousinterest in meet
ing againto shareour stories,network and talk about
resumes.So we will meet againon either Saturday
January9 or 23. Pleasecheckthe Friday announce
ments or the Order of Servicefor the final date. The
economy is still recoveringand is a oncein-a-gen
eration challengefor many families. If MVUCcan do
anything more to support and assistanyonein our

community, please let Rev. Kate or me know 1 in
confidencet what MVUCmight be able to do for
you, by phone, email (minister@mvuc.org or
boardchair@mvuc.ongin person or by leavinga note
in our mailboxesat the Church.

| am particularlyexcitedaboutthe programthat Karen
Tysonand JoanDarrahare organizingin Januaryand
February, to give each of us an opportunity to

6Envisionour Hill of Dreamg 1 to sharein a fun,

collaborativeprocessthat will chart the courseof our

churchfor the next few years.What do you think is
our missionasa congregationdf we®@e not there yet,

what do we want to become?And what are your top

priorities for MVUC and its resourcesand energy?
Eachof us, participatingin the waysand meetingsthat

we can,will shareideasand developa clearvisionfor

MVUCso that we canplanthe stepswe needto take
to makeit happen.

Also,asawayto improve how we us®ur committee
and volunteerresourcesn pursuit of our mission,the
Board has approved a plan to consider ways to
improve Church governance.This likely will involve
ways to improve our organiation of the Board and
committees as well asupdate our bylaws. We will
think critically about why we do what we do and also
seek to adopt dbest practiceg for nonprofits and
churchgovemnance.

If you are interestedin helpingto organiz the mission
statementprocesspleasecontactKarenTyson Andif
you are interested in the governanceproject, let me
know.

Happyholidays!

Start 2010 with Massive Food Drive

With the holidaysover (and severalinchesaddedto our waists?, it is time to remind ourselvesthat the need for
food is neverover 1 at United CommunityMinistries, RisingHope, New Hope Housing,and the EleanorKennedy
Shelterfor the HomelessIncreasingnumbersof familiesseekhelp from these organizationswhich rely heavilyon
the food donationsof the faith communiiesalongthe RouteOnecorridor. Forthoseof youwho do not knowyet, we
havebeenvisited by KennedyStelter residents,UUswho were affected by the economyin the worst possibleway.
Whether you come to church on Sundaymorning, for a committee meeting, choir practice or any other church
function, pleasegraba canof food from your pantry anddrop it off by the mainentrance.Encourageyour childrento
do the same,and explainto them why this effort is so needed.We are doinga massivefood drive in Januaryasfood
shortage after the holidays seemsto be even greater than usual. Thank you! Contact Helen Lounsbury,

helenlounsbury@yahoo.com.
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Sermonsfor Your Re-Hearing
EachSundag@serviceis recordedandavailableon CD.If youwould like a copy,please
speakwith RaleighRomineor JoannekEll

A Month of Sundays

Servicesaat 9:30and 11:15am
unless otherwise noted

January3
oSummons;
The Rev.KateR.Walker

Januaryl0
SpeciabuestspeakelTBA

Januaryl7
dnfinite Hope:HonoringKingd
Visionby Examplé
lleneGillispie

January24
oWorkingClassTheologg
The Rev KateR.Walker

January31
oFaithof Uncertaintyé
The Rev.KateR.Walker

"SeePage4 for SermonDescriptions

Mount Vernon

Unitarian Church Non-Profit Organization
1909 Windmill Lane U.S. Postage Paid
Alexandria, VA 22307 Alexandria, Virginia

Permit #658

Address Service Requested

TIME VALUEMAIL » PLEASEEXPEDITEDELIVERY

Caring Associates
Contactinformation for the CaringAssociatefor the week and Caring
AssociateCoordinator (CAC)can be found each week in the Order of
Serviceand in the Member Servicesarea of the church website. As
always MVUCstaff and volunteersare willing to assistyou duringnormal
business hours. Please direct any questions or concerns to Betsy
Stephendetsys@oxnet or Meg Clontzmeg@theclontz.net

Reminder to All MVUC

Email Users
To receive emailed newslettersweekly bulleting and special notices,
pleasenotify EstherDickinsonesthergertrude @verizon.netf your email
addresschanges.

Thankyou!
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Becoming Greener

COALCOUNTRY

Friday, January 8, 2010, 7 pm Showing
6:30 pm, Snacksand Information
Old Presbyterian Meeting House

323 S.Fairfax St.,Alexandria, VA 22314

(703) 549-6670

Whenwe turn on our lights in Northern Virginia,
chancesare that the electricity was generatedat
least in part by burning coal mined from
Appalachia.What does our connectionto &Coal
Countn¢ andits peoplemeanfor us?

The Mount Vernon Unitarian Church,St. Aidan@

Episcopal Church, and the Old Presbyterian
Meeting House are sponsoring this premier
screeningof éCoal Countng, a dramatic look at

modern coal mining. Throughthis film, we get to

know working minersalongwith activistswho are

battling mountaintop coal mining in Appalachia.
We hear from minersand coal companyofficials
who are concernedabout jobs and the economy
and believe they are acting responsiblyto bring

power to the American people. Families have
lived in the regionfor generationsand most have
ancestorswho worked in the mines. Everyone
sharesa deeplove for the land, but mountairtop

removalmining,which hasleveledmore than 500
Appalachianmountains, is tearing the people
apart.

We need to understand the meaning behind
promises of écheap energy¥ and oclean coalé
Aren®@ there good alternatives to our energy
future?  Representatives from Greater
Washingtonlinterfaith Power & Light, The Sierra
Club, and the Chesapeake Climate Action
Network will be on handto help us understand
the connection between local coal mining and
how to respondaspeopleof faith to the threat of
climatechange.
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Donations will be accepted to support the
organizationsvorkingto stop future mountaintop
removalmining.And, if youwant to carpoolfrom
MVUC, please contact Wendy Burns, 703-780-
3204.

EASYGREEN
BY WENDYBURNS

Asmanyof you know, | am a freak whenit comes
to limiting plasticbaguse.l goup to friendsin line
and offer to help them get stuff out of a store if

theydl do it without takingbags.l useall pockets,
my teeth, etc. to avoidtakinga plasticbag.And |

do return to my car or leave a store if | forget
clothbags.

Why? Pollution by plastics is clearly out of
control. Just one example is the Pacific Ocean
TrashVortex swirlingin the North Pacificat least
twice the size of Texasand consistingof mostly
smallplasticparticles.Also,l know | am makinga
difference,no matter how small. The SierraClub
saysthat for each 13 plastic bagsnot used, we
saveenoughpetroleum to drive a car one mile.
And, they alsoclaim,if you usecloth bagsfor one
year, you can keep about 400 plastic bagsfrom
use.Evenif youtake your plasticbagsbackto the
store to drecycleg the plasticwill still be here on
earth for thousand=of years.

Oneyearago,| pledgedto try to not take a plastic
bagfrom any store. | am happyto saythat | have
generallysucceededexcept for produce bags.|
still have difficulty with loose string beans and
such. But, through MVU®@ Green Sanctuary
Committee,we will now have reusableproduce
bags, made from nylon, for sale. Dick Schaffer
sellségreere productson the third Sundaygevery
month, yearround. Pleasecheckout the produce
bags(cool, huh?)and other suppliesthat we can
useto helpuswalkmore gentlyon this earth.

Justathought.
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Partner Church News

Thankyouto everyonewho attended our two fall Thestudentsare listed last namefollowed by first
brunches and who contributed to Alternative name:
Gifts in support of our Partner Churchesin

, ) BereczkSzabolcs$350Continuingn trade
RomaniaandIndia.

schoolin Nyaradszereda

CsikiCsabag$250attendinghigh schoolin
Maros\wasarhely at Bolyai

We are still seekingsponsorsfor studentsin our
scholarship program in Transylvanian partner
village, Szenthéomsag.The village school serves

students until the eighth grade. In order to DavidBeata,$350attendingtrade schoolin
continue their education in trade school, high Marosvasarhelylearningto be a cosmetician
school or university, students must leave the KaszonBzabolcs$375attendinghighschoolin
village and go to other cities or towns. Their Marosvasarhelyat Bolyai

families often cannot afford the travel costs,

tuition, room andboard. KisZsolt,$500attendinguniversityto study

ComputerSciencen Marosvaséarhely

So6osSzilard $350attendingtrade schoolin
Nyéaradszeredé&or auto mechanics

This year, our program is helping 41 students
continue their education. If you would like to
help, the following studentsare seekingsponsors.
You can share the cost of the scholarshipwith SuciuDenes $600attendingtrade schoolin
another sponsor.Pleasecontact Lisa Gillispie of Marosvasarhelyfor construction

youwouldliketo help. Tamadmre, $400attendingtrade schoolin

Marosvasarhely

JanUUay Herstory and History

January 7, 1800Millard Fillmore was born in Locke, NY. Fillmore was a Unitarian and served as
President of the USA when President Taylor died.

January 181782 Daniel Webster was born in Salisbury, NH. He was a Unitarian, a lawyer, and
political leader known for his powerful oratorical skills.

January 20, 1566Francis David gave his first Unitarian oration in the main church of Kolosvar,
Transylvania.

January29, 1861 Florida Yates Ruffin Ridley was born in Boston, MA. Ridley was an African
L' YSNAOIYS | ' YAGFNAIYS FdziK2NJ yR 'y | R@20l
clubs, and became the second African American teacher in the Boston public schools.

Library Being Reorganized 2 You Can Help

Members of the new MVUC Library Committee are updating the adult libratige?™ floor of

Hollin Hall. By January, they will place books they propose to discard on tables in the Blue
Room. If you are intereste please glance through the books before the end of January and
place any you think should be reconsidered in the box below the tables with your name and the
reason they should be retained. If you want one of the books scheduled to be discarded, please
take it. Committee members are Keith Keener, Dorothy Brandt, and Lynne Kennedy.
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Holiday Shop Thanks

HolidayShop2009wasa great successln spite of a
nationaleconomyin recession profits from Holiday
Shopsalesnearly matchedthose of last year. The
crafterswere satisfiedwith their day® earningsand
were highlycomplimentaryof our hospitality. It was
abeautifulfestiveday.

Our work started in January, 2009, with a planning
group that met throughout the year. Theircreative
thinking and hard work playeda major role in our

success.Thankyou, SandyPeterson,Meg Clontz,
DorothyBrandt, TerryBradley RuthAnnMacCleery,
Betty Davis,Anne UIm, Marge Witting, Pat Jackson,
andJoanWamsley.

Without the knowledge,leadershipand support of
the Every Thursday Group Master Chefs, there
would be no Holiday Shop.Theseamazingwomen
are responsibleyear after yearfor producingour
famous chutneys, Boursin cheese,gingerbreadfor
making gingerbreadhouses,amazingfudge cups,
monthly birthday cakesand muchmore. In addition,
they host the Holiday Shopluncheonheld this year
on December10. We cannot thank you enough
Karna Schwimmer,Dotty Ann McClellandand Jo
Jackleyfor yourinvaluableguidance.

Thisyear we had the most organizedparkingcrew
ever under the leadershipof Bill Clontz.Thankyou,
Bill, Tony Barkume, Bill Burns, Bruce Burrows,
Lincoln Cobb, Carl Lohmann, Jim Potter, Dick
Youngflesh,Steve Dressing,Mark Gorman, Marty
Hayden, Keith Keener, Joe Kitrosser, Doug
MacCleeryand Al Robbert.

Cleaningup, putting thingsaway,and settingup for
Sunday Servicesis not a particularly easy or
pleasanttask yet Marty Bredeckhas taken this on
year after yearThankyou again,Marty, and thanks
to those who helped you: Bill AlsmeyerJohnson,
Robin Roberts, Jim Wamsley, Maria Wells, Bill
Boisseim, Doug MacCleery, Tom Tarcza, Marty
Hayden, Lisa Gillispie, Michael Wells, Janet
Wamsley,Dorothy Brandt, Bill Clontz,JoanDarrah,
Lynre Kennedyand LindaWalton.

13

Forthe additional many other tasksboth large and

smallinvolvedin putting on HolidayShopthis year, |

thank the following knowing full well | will leave
someone out. Please accept my apologies in

advancefor not mentioningyour name. Thankyou

so much... Kathi McNeil, Elaine Petermam, Anne
Andrews, Birgit Robbert, Golden Slawson, Ralph
SlawsonMary Clarity, BarbaraGiven, Dolly Rowe,
Eleanor Erickson, Al Erickson,Jean Elliott, Betsy
Stephens,JaneNelson,Pat Maddox, ColleenGriffin,

NancyBarkume,KrisRosenthalBaibaSeefer,Anne
Bredeck Priya Bredeck RuthBennett, SonjaBloom,

Annie Mechanic,LisaGillispie,DoreenBender,Eva
Molnar, Dianne Brown, Lewis Long, Jenn Judge,
Matthew Carpentier, Lynn AlsmeyefrJohnson,
Barbara AlTurki, Jan Vanderstaay, Suzanne
McDonnell, Kiki McDonnell, Jane Simpson,Helen
Haltzel, Bill Means, Max Keeler, SuzanneCleary
Cohen,DanCohen,Mike Walker,PegBartel, Esther
Dickinson, Ron Brandt, Leila Goodman Mary

Marshall, Keley Dressing, Erin Walker, David
Napier, Rowan Napier, Dolan Napier, Lisa Napier,

Wendy Burns, Liz Campbell, Sibyl Pierotti, John
Henrehan,Rob Dickinson,BrankaBijelovich,Karen
Tyson,Ron Brandt, BeckyBrandt, Michael Brandt,

JoeTempleton,ShirleyCherkaskyl.eahChoudhury,
Farhat Chaudhry, Kim Cobb, Oma Cox, Linda
Davidson, Joanne Ell, Penelope Fleming, Emily
FrancomanoPhyllisGonigamReneeGriest,Gordon
Hiebert, Angela Hiebert, Kathie Watson, Louise
Werner-RhoadesJimKerr, Norman Comfort, Laura
Jernigan, Judy Lohmann, Diana Macomber,
Marguerite Murray, Georgia Pourchot, Sally Joy
Remington,Lois Shaw,Mimi Stevens,Pam Unger,
Patricia Williams, Za McDonnell, Kay Youngflesh,
Ginny Hastings,Doug Blair, Lynn Roberts, Donna
Gold, Dick Schaffer, Angel Collins, Keith Brophy,
Parker Collins, Keller Collins, Chris Reidy, Darby
BossmanLinda Jemison,RaleighRomine,and last

but not leastour own Rev.KateWalkerwho wields

a meansoupladle. Thankyou, one andall. T Mary

Barnett,Coordinator,HolidayShop2009
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RELIEF FOR THEPHILIPPINES

The UU Church of the Philippines began distribution of foodelp memberswho lost their cropsdue

to the past typhoon rains. The first congregationwho receivedfood aid is the Doldol Congregation,
partneredwith UU Churchof White Plaing New York.Sacks of rice were distributed to families in the
region. Other congregations will also receive food in the coming sieek

In recognition of the contribution MVUC made from the Social Justice Disaster Relief Fund, we received
the following letter fromRev.Rebecc@uimadaSienesPresideniof the UU Churchof the Philippines:

My dear UU friends,

As President of the UU Charof the Philippines, Incl am very glad to receive your donation to aid our UU
victims of the recent natural disasters that hit our country. | am very grateful to each one of you for directly
helping us in our relief efforts:

TransylvanidJnitarianChurch Cly, Romania$1,000
UUsof SanMateo, USA $1,497

FoxValleyUU Fellowship USA $1136
Rev.RuthGibsonUSA $100
UUCRJUOakton,VA,USA$500

Mt VernonUnitarian,USA500
DwightCramer,USA$100

Thank you so much for your compassion in reaching out and shaiihghose who are in need. Indeed
thank you very much. As our expression of thanks, a beautifully designed acknowledgment of yaur contr
bution will be sent to each of you. Your help mearistdo those who have been hit by successive natural
disasters.

In faith,

Rev.Rebecc&@uimadaSienes

UU families from Doldol in the Philippines, with their food distribution.
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