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The Board in brief (Raleigh Romine)
At our regular meeting on May 2, the BoT welcomed its new members: Lisa Guide, Heather Harts'Horn, Kelly Jemison, and

Lauck Walton. The BoT elected new officers: Joanne Masterson, Chair, Jim Potter, Vice-Chair, and Raleigh Romine, Secretary.
The BoT also appointed Al Erickson as Treasurer, Jane Nelson as Program Council Convener and Lauck Walton as Corresponding
Secretary.

Al Robbert reported on the status of the Annual Canvass: the average pledge is up from $1594 last year to $1775 this year but the
number of pledges is down from 224 to 189 leading to an overall decrease in the canvass results from $357,000 to $334,000. Al and
others are following up on some 40 pledge units that have not responded so far and expect a final total of 210 pledges. Al has
volunteered to chair the canvass next year.

 Ron Brandt commented on the need for various revisions to the Bylaws and the role of the Program Council.  He also reported on
his work with the Regional Growth Committee of the JPD.  Ron stated that the Committee is applying for a Chalice Lighter grant to
partially fund the web site development.  The BoT approved a resolution affirming MVUC's support for the grant application.

The BoT received reports from the Minister, DRE and Business Administrator. Rev. Schwebius remarked on the wide
participation in the upcoming Memorial Day service. Barbara Stoddard reminded the BoT that the Safety Committee needs to look at
"safe congregation" issues as well as physical plant issues. Kelly Jemison noted that the YRUU is planning to raise funds to help pay
for the renovation to their area in the Carriage House.

From  the Treasurer ... (Al Erickson)
The April 30, 2006, financial report shows: April Fiscal Year to date Budgeted

INCOME $32,657  $366,594 $483,810 
EXPENSES $37,533   $387,717 $483,810

RE happenings (Barbara Gay Stoddard)
Sunday Morning Happenings for Children and Youth
NOTE: There will be 2 services on May 21.  Beginning May 28 there will be ONE service at 10 am; this will continue through

September 3.
3 & 4 year olds
May 21: Class:  We Give Flowers to Friends; May 28:  Class:  We Give Thanks for Our Year Together; June 4 & 11: Class:  Dr.

Seuss Changed My Life
K, 1st, 2nd, & 3rd Grade, 4th and 5th Graders
May 21: Class:  Buddhist Practitioners visit us in the Carriage House; May 28: No Class:  End of the Year RE Picnic –

Games, food and fun; June 4 & 11: Class:  Dr. Seuss Changed My Life
Jr. High Group (Grades 6-8 )
May 21: Class:  Music Class – Last Class Session of the Year; May 28 – June 11 (Jr. High youth may choose to stay in service or

join the younger children for RE Class); June 4: COA Service; June 11: Recognition Service
Sr. Youth Group (Grades 9 – 12 – at 11:15 am)
May 21: Class:  Last Official class of the Year; May 28 – June 11 (Sr. High youth may choose to stay in service or join the

younger children for RE Class); June 4: COA Service; June 11: Recognition Service

DO YOU WANT TO TEACH NEXT YEAR?  Check out the insert included in this issue of Stirrings for ideas of where your
skills and talents might best be used.

Adult RE: If you have a course  you’d like to lead beginning in the Fall – please complete a course request form included as an
insert in this issue of Stirrings. Help us plan ahead.  Your talents and experience are needed and appreciated.

Don’t forget - beginning May 28 and continuing through September 3, there will be ONE service at 10 am.
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Annual Congregational Meeting (Joanne Masterson)
Welcome to everyone elected to positions at MVUC for the new church year. Many thanks to our tremendously hard-working

Nominating Committee, composed of Dorothy Brandt, Curtis Hunter, Vince Patton, Georgia Pourchot, and Carolyn Slenska. The
congregation voted to accept all nominees.  Board of Trustees: Lisa Guide, Heather Harts'Horn, Lauck Walton, Kelly Jemison,
YRUU Representative; General Assembly delegates: Ron Brandt, Vince Patton, Bill Alsmeyer-Johnson, Lynn Alsmeyer-Johnson,
Cynthia Phinney, Stephen Phinney; Endowment Committee: Oma Elliot; Program Council: Tamara De La Camp, Religious
Education; Sandy Peterson, Our Home Community.  2006-7 Nominating Committee: Lucinda Mosley, Tony Barkume, Suzanne
Cleary, Janice Fitzpatrick, Lynne Kennedy.  Many thanks also to outgoing BOT members, Ric Sears, Doug MacCleery, Nance
Cedar, and Katie Tyson.

The congregation passed changes in wording to our By-Laws that allow those elected at our Annual Meeting to begin their terms
upon election (as opposed to when meetings start).

The congregation voted to ratify the Social Justice action plan to organize work in five task forces. The Reproductive Rights
Position Statement and Call to Action also passed by a wide margin, affirming the right to choose contraception and abortion as
legitimate expressions of constitutional rights. The call to action promoted voter registration, voter education, letter writing to support
reproductive rights.

Books and Movies!
Last Thursday of the Month Book Club, 7:00 pm, Hollin Hall Blue Room — May 25: Confessions of an Economic Hit Man, by

John Perkins; June 29: The World is Flat:  A Brief History of the Twenty-First Century, by Thomas L. Friedman
Our Larger World Movie Night - Friday, 7:30 pm, Commons — May 19: Wal-Mart: the High Cost of Low Price; June 16: Vera

Drake, the story of a devoted wife and mother who secretly terminates unwanted pregnancies in post-war London.  Bring snacks to
share, and stay for discussion afterward.

Wisdom Years visits The Gables (Bev Southerland)
The Wisdom Years group will be visiting The Gables, an Assisted Living and Memory Care Community, on May 23rd from 11 am

til noon. They will offer light refreshment.
We plan to meet in our church parking lot at 10:30 AM to carpool to The Gables, which is located south on Richmond Highway in

the 1600 block at 3709 Shannons Green Way. Call Bev Southerland.

Memorial Society (Bev Southerland)
Mount Vernon Unitarian Church will host the Mid-year Meeting of the Memorial Society of Northern Virginia on Saturday, June

3rd, in our Sanctuary. The meeting will convene at 10:00 AM. The subject to be discussed will be Long Term Care Insurance, as well
as other items on the agenda. Our Memorial Society here at Mount Vernon is part of the group, and the Secretary to the Northern
Virginia "umbrella" group is MVUC member Beverly Southerland. 

All are invited to attend this informative program and learn more about the Memorial Society's work, to meet other members from
other churches, and to join if interested. The Board is looking for new members to the board, so bear that in mind if you have interest in
serving there. 

Summer brunches are coming! (Lisa Gillispie)
The Partner Church Committee announces the return of the Summer Brunches to benefit our Partner Church in Szentháromság,

Romania, on June 18, July 9, and August 13 in Hollin Hall after the service. Enjoy homemade scrambled eggs, roasted potatoes, ham,
sausage, pastries and fruit. Come enjoy good food and company and help our Partner Church program. Adults, $12, children $5.

Minister’s Discretionary Fund (Rev. Lou)
On June 11th, Recognition Sunday, there will be a special second collection taken for the Minister's Discretionary Fund. This fund

is a descendant of the historic parson's purse: funds donated to the cleric to be used for the good of others in our congregation or those
in need in the community at large. 

This discretionary account is built on trust at two levels: 1) that the minister will always keep confidential the use to which the
money is put, so that no one will be embarrassed by their need or what they have received; 2) that the minister will not personally profit
from the funds.  

Collected by the congregation and used properly by the minister, the donations are considered charitable contributions and thus tax-
deductible. And the funds stay with the church for the next minister, should the present minister leave, to be dedicated to the
effectiveness of the next ministry.

In addition to the June 11 Special Collection, donations to this fund are gratefully accepted year-round. Checks made out to
"Minister's Discretionary Fund" may be sent directly to Rev. Lou. Please feel free to contact him if you have any questions regarding
this fund and its use. 
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Upcoming Events, on and off the Hill
May:

16, 12:45 pm Good Companions: Rev. Lou Hollin Hall
17-20 Conference on Spiritual Activism All Souls Church Unitarian, DC
19, 7:30 pm Movie night Meeting House Commons
23, 10:30 am Wisdom Years Hollin Hall

June:
3, 9 am Social Justice Workshop All Souls Church Unitarian, DC
3, 10 am Northern Virginia Memorial Society Remington Chapel
4, 3 pm Katie Tyson Piano Recital Remington Chapel
4, 4 pm Mozart concert UU Church of Arlington
9, 8:30 pm Friday Nighters Dancing Club Remington Chapel
16, 7:30 pm Movie Night Meeting House Commons
17 Anti-Torture Conference River Road UU

Good Companions
11:45 to 12:45 - BYO lunch in Hollin Hall; May 2 program - 12:45 to 1:45 in Remington Chapel)
May 16 - Rev. Louis Schwebius: "Carried Away in Harmony"
Rev. Lou will share with us some remembrances from his past days as a stage performer. He will perform a few songs (with some

assistance from Donna Bledsoe on piano) and show some filmed excerpts from one of his old New York City cabaret acts. Come share
in the music and fun! 

June 6 - Tom Hirschfeld: “The Muslim World and Its Discontent”
Tom is a retired foreign service officer who served in Sweden, Germany, Cambodia, Austria, among many countries. He is a long-

time member of MVUC and lives in Hollin Hills. Tom is an active member of the Great Decisions group and at the present time is
completing a series of lectures on a cruise ship..

G. Hinckley Porter (1912-2006)
George Hinckley Porter died in Portland, Oregon, on April 1, 2006, after a brief illness. He was 93.  Known to his family and

friends as Hink, he was born July 12, 1912, in Fairfield, Maine.  Growing up in Montclair, New Jersey, he was senior class president in
high school and captain of the football team.  He studied government and international relations at Harvard University, graduating cum
laude in 1937. 

After college he worked as director of public relations at the Goodwill-Hinckley School until 1939 when he joined the Social
Security Administration  as a field representative in Maine, moving to its Washington, DC headquarters in 1942.  The following year he
was drafted into the US Navy where he served as a chaplain’s assistant on Okinawa, returning to Social Security in 1946 as a public
information official until his retirement in 1970.

He married Phyllis Foster in Maine in 1941. They had three children: David, Brian and Wendy.  After struggling to find housing in
the Washington area because of the World War II crowding, they built a home in Tauxemont, south of Alexandria, Virginia. There Hink
became part of a group of neighbors commuting to SSA in Baltimore (Art Bissell, Eric Bovet, Charlie White, among others.)   He was
active in local community affairs, serving  as Boy Scout leader and coach of the boys’ Little League.   Phyllis died in 1959.

In 1962, he married Elsa Allgood Liles and became the stepfather of her two children, Barbara and Janet.   They were married at the
Mount Vernon Unitarian Church, and were active members for more than thirty years. He served  as chair of its Long Range Planning
Committee in 1975 and chairman of the Board of Trustees in 1988-89.

In 1996, he and Elsa moved to Portland, Oregon, to be closer to their children on the West Coast. There they joined the First
Unitarian Church where Hink was a member of its Environmental Action Group. Until a week before his death, he took daily walks
through his downtown neighborhood and was an avid follower of his favorite baseball team — the Red Sox — and other sports events.

Survivors include his wife, Elsa; sons, David and Brian Porter of Portland; daughter, Wendy Porter of Juneau, Alaska;
stepdaughters, Barbara Liles of Portland, and Janet Liles of New York City, and eight grandchildren. 

Briefly noted ...
One tablecloth has been returned — three round ones and three rectangles are still missing, and we need them!  Call Karna

Schwimmer if you can help us find them.

Caring Community (Betsy Stephens)
We wish Paula Murphy good wishes and prayers for her continuing recovery from surgery for a serious illness.
Congratulations to Al Weinstein, who will turn 90 on May 31.
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Sunday Worship Themes: Beginning May 28 one service 10:00 am in the Remington Chapel
May 21 (9:30 & 11:15) For Growth’s Sake MVUC Outreach Committee and Rev. Louis V. Schwebius 

Special Second Collection to benefit UU Affordable Housing
May 28 Rituals of Remembrance Members of MVUC and Rev. Louis V. Schwebius 
June 4 Coming of Age Service  Coming of Age Class & Teachers
June 11 Recognition Sunday MVUC Board of Trustees and Rev. Louis V. Schwebius

Special Second Collection for the Minister's Discretionary Fund

for more information on these and other activities, please check the bulletin boards

Beyond the Hill
Social Justice workshop at All Souls June 3
Come to  a half-day of social justice programming prior to the Unitarian Universalists for Social Justice board meeting on June 3,

2006 at All Souls Church, Unitarian Universalist.  Hear an address at 9 a.m. by Rev. Bill Murry on the spiritual grounding our social
justice work. At 10 choose to attend a workshop on a review of the spiritual progressives meeting to be held in DC in May, or on the
day laborer/minuteman issue, or on working to make your congregation open to all people. At 11:00 hear and see how to use the world-
wide-web in your social justice work.  Stay for lunch and network.  To register, see your congregation’s UUSJ Board members, or
contact UUSJ at www.uusj.org; csnavely@uusj.org; 301-588-1951

Concert at Arlington June 4
On Sunday, June 4, at 4:00 p.m., the Adult Choir, Soloists and Orchestra of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington,

Virginia, will perform a concert celebrating the 250th anniversary of the birth of Mozart.
The Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington, Virginia, is located at the corner of George Mason Drive South and Highway 50

(Arlington Boulevard). Call Bob Griffith at 703-892-2135 or email for further information.
Reminder: Virginia primary June 13
The 2006 Virginia primaries are scheduled for June 13. There are several primaries which may have a significant influence on

women's reproductive rights. MVUC members are encouraged to ensure they are registered to vote, and to get to know the candidates in
their district. Democratic Primary to face Republican incumbent George Allen: James Webb http://www.webbforsenate.com/, Harris
Miller http://www.miller2006.org/; Democratic primary to face Republican incumbent Tom Davis in Virginia's 11th district: Andrew
Hurst  http://www.hurstforcongress.com, Ken Longmyer http://www.kenlongmyerforcongress.com/;  Republican primary to challenge
Democratic incumbent Jim Moran in Virginia's 8th district: Mark Ellmore http://www.markellmore2006.com, Tom O'Donoghue
http://www.tomodonoghue.com/index.html 

If you are outside of the Virginia's 8th and 11th district and would like information on the primaries in your district, please call
Patrick Bossman.

Anti-Torture Conference at River Road June 17
River Road Unitarian Church will hold an anti-torture conference June 17. The conference will kick off the Washington Region

Religious Campaign Against Torture (WRRCAT). Individuals interested in joining the campaign may send an email to 
info@wrrcat.org. Additional information is at www.wrrcat.org.

Serving Our Congregation
Board of Trustees

Joanne Masterson, Chair ’07 Jim Potter,Vice-chair ‘08
Raleigh Romine, Secretary ’08 Wendy Burns, ’08
Lisa Guide ’09 Heather Harts’Horn ’09
Hal Holtzclaw ’07 Kelly Jemison, ’07
Jane Nelson, ’07 Lauck Walton, ’09

Program Council (Jane Nelson, Convener)
Sandy Peterson, Our Home Community Meg Clontz, Worship
Bill Alsmeyer-Johnson, Our Larger World Eric Pourchot, Property
Tamara de la Camp, Religious Education Ron Brandt, Administration

The Reverend Louis V. Schwebius, Minister

Barbara Gay Stoddard, Interim Director of Religious Education

Michael O’Brien, Director of Music
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Religious Education 
Volunteer Sign-UP 

 
 
Name   
 
Phone   
 
E-Mail   
 
I am willing to help with the following: 
 
   Nursery Care Assistant 
  (ages infant—3 years) 
 
   Teacher 
  (Preschool—Grade 5) 
 
   Quilt Project ( Jan. & Feb.) 
  (Kindergarten—8th Grade) 
 
   Jr. Youth Group Leader 
  (Grades 6, 7, 8) 
 
   Sr. Youth Group Advisor 
  (Grades 9—12) 
 
   Classroom Assistant 
 
   Guest Speaker/Story Teller 
 
   Worship Sunday Assistant 
 
   Social Justice Sundays Assistant 
 
   UNICEF Carnival 
 
   Holiday  Craft Workshop  

 

 
Which Service can you teach during? 
 
   9:30 am     11:15 am 
 
When are you available? 
 
    Fall (Sept.—Dec.) 
 
    Winter (Jan. & Feb.) 
 
    Spring (Mar.—May) 
 
    Summer (June—Aug.) 

 
Is there a topic you are interested in 
teaching? 
 

  
 
 

Do you have a special skill, hobby, or  
interest that you are willing to share? 
 

  
 
Please return this form to the DRE or 
the RE Assistant’s  mailbox, place it in 
the basket found on the RE Table in the 
Commons, or mail it to: 

 
RE Program 

Mt. Vernon Unitarian Church 
1909 Windmill Lane 

Alexandria, VA  22307 
 

Or call the RE Office at: 
703-765-5950 ext. 105 

 
 



 
 Adult Education - Course Offering Request Form 

 
If you would like to offer an Adult Education Course at MVUC please fill out and return 
this form to the religious education office.  To be included in FALL listings of classes 
please return by JULY 31, 2006  
 
 
Leader(s):    Phone:   

   Phone:  

Title of Course:     

Time requested: (1st choice):     (2nd choice):   

Day of Week:  (1st choice):     (2nd choice):   

Beginning Date:    Ending Date:   

Number of Sessions Needed:    Length of Session(s) i.e. 2 hrs.:   

Room Preferred:  (1st choice):     (2nd choice):   

Class Size:  minimum   maximum   

Age Range:  i.e. (10 – 100) (18-35) (all ages) (15 and older)   

Special needs:  i.e. (1st floor room, AV needs, materials, supplies, possible costs) 

Course Description:    

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Note:  The Chair of the Adult Education Committee or staff from the Religious Education 
Office will contact you for more information and to confirm that your course can and will 
be offered. 




