Mount Vernon Unitarian Church – Route 1 Social Action Task Force 
Annual Report
March 2007
Mission: The Route 1 Social Action Task Force organizes volunteer activities to support United Community Ministries (UCM) and Ventures in Community (VIC) in order to 

· Reach out and support community empowerment programs for the homeless and marginalized population on Richmond Highway (Rt. 1)

· Raise understanding and awareness of social problems in our immediate neighborhood and enhance the role of the church in finding solutions to the identified problems
Conveners: Georgia Pourchot, Sally Joy Remington
Members: Ron Brandt, Julie Carvahhlo, Joan Darrah, Lynne Kennedy, Kathie Watson 
Activities and Results: 
Approximately 250 members and non-members participated in the activities of the task force, and their names were publicized in the Windmill throughout the year. 
The following church groups were involved: Social Justice Council, YRUU, Every Thursday Women’s Group, RE Council, Membership Development Committee, Quilters Group, TWANDA group.

The following activities were undertaken between May 2006 and April 2007:

1. Support for UCM programs:

a. Walk for the Homeless raised $1,588.00
b. Candy Express raised $1,888.50 

c. Product collection yielded 1,487 pounds of food (approximately $1,160 in value); and many bags of clothing, and household appliances for UCM Fresh Beginnings basket 
d. Financial support: Christmas Eve collection raised $ 2,145; International Folk Dance group raised $750, Souper Bowl (YRUU) raised $732
e. Life Skills Project supported two workshops (April and October) to empower single parents in life skills and communication
f. Computer Literacy: one course was developed and taught 
g. Volunteered at UCM headquarters to receive and sort donations, and set up Holiday Gift room (summer and Fall 2006)
h. Helped distribution of holiday packs (December 2006)
2. Support for Ventures in Community (VIC) activities:

a. Organized service to raise awareness of homeless issues, with broad impact on volunteerism for VIC activities (December 06).
b. 50 volunteers participated in Hypothermia Project (VIC-HOP) to provide meals and overnight supervision for Rt. 1 homeless. Program is hosted by Rising Hope Methodist, with the support of volunteers from VIC member churches. 

c. Bikes for Tots and Teens: donated 10 bikes for reconditioning and redistribution to teens and tots
d. Clothing for the homeless was collected and distributed through Rising Hope Methodist church distribution center

3. Internal organization:

a. Inter-generational and cross-committee outreach to raise awareness of volunteer opportunities and involve a broad spectrum of members and non-members.
b. Reorganized website to better publicize activities.

c. Branched out in the community to identify additional activities in which MVUC could be involved.

Special Accomplishments:

· Collected 175 signatures to support a community-based Ten-Year Plan to End Homelessness in Fairfax County. 

· Participation in VIC brought a turn-around in county priorities for affordable housing, and a decision was made to build affordable single-resident occupancy housing on North Hill (off Rt.1).
